July 21, 2006 
 
 

Mr. Marion W. Cornett, Jr.
Administrative Hearing Officer
Department of Human Resources
Two Peachtree Street, NW
Suite 29.210
Atlanta, Georgia  30303-3142 

Dear Mr. Cornett: 

The purpose of this communication is to present the position of the Georgia Board of Registered Environmental Health Professionals on the proposed revisions to the Rules Chapter 290-5-14 for Food Service in Georgia.  Some of the changes in the June 2006 proposals have merit and are improvements to the rules adopted in February 2006.  These include revisions to 290-5-14-.01(ii), 290-5-14.021(f), 290-5-14-.03(2)(m), and 290-5-14-.03(3)(a), and the addition of 290-5-14.04(3)(n)7 & 8.  These should be retained.
However, there are several aspects of the June 2006 proposal that do not support good public health practice and this Board would like to go on record as being in opposition to them.  Specifically, we believe it is unwise to delete the double hand wash provisions that were in the February 2006 rules, as well as the provisions for date marking of frozen foods once they are thawed.  The wording for the raw and undercooked food advisory was also better in the February 2006 rules.  The provisions which prohibited mixing of new and old products on self-service food bars and required disposal of self-service products at the close of business or after 12 hours on display were good interventions to mitigate a very real hazard and should also be reinstated. 
The sections dealing with inspections and the reporting of inspection results are disturbing.  The February 2006 rules created a system that was simple to use and would readily communicate to the consumer the food safety status of an establishment.  This would be a major step forward for Georgia.  With the June 2006 proposal, a facility could have an “A” rating with every component of every one of the ten Good Retail Practices in violation, which would not be an accurate reflection of the conditions in that establishment.  The February 2006 criteria and form should be reinstated.
 

The Georgia Board of Registered Environmental Health Professionals supports regulations that truly protect the public health.  Adoption of the June 2006 proposals does not do this, and we therefore cannot support them without the changes noted in this letter.  We appreciate this opportunity to share our views, and look forward to a resolution that protects the health of Georgia consumers.
Sincerely, 
 
 

Susan M. Reyher, REHS
Chair, GBREHP 

/pdp 
 
 
 
 
 
 

